[Value of stereotaxic biopsy in diagnosis of subclinical breast lesions].
ALTERNATIVE TO SURGERY: New stereotactic guided breast biopsy procedures may constitute a major issue for the diagnosis of non-palpable breast lesions detected at mammography by eliminating the need for surgery in many women with benign breast disease. Vacuum-assisted core biopsies provide more complete sampling than the conventional 14-gauge stereo-tactic core biopsies, reducing the number of unsatisfactory biopsies. The more invasive advanced breast biopsy device obtains an intact lesion in its entirety for histological assessment. Currently, there is no definite strategy delineating the precise indications for the diagnosis of screening detected abnormalities. Because of the increase of the diagnostic armamentarium, care of women with non-palpable breast lesions should be multidisciplinary, involving radiologist, surgeons and histologists and rigorous medical and economic evaluation of diagnostic strategies involving these new health technologies should be pursued.